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MOD RECOGNITION - 4th GILLINGHAM SEA SCOUT GROUP

1.
I am pleased to inform you that as a result of an inspection carried out on 2nd April 2001, Ministry of Defence recognition of the 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout Group has been renewed for a further period. A Royal Navy Recognition Certificate has been forwarded to the Group Scout Leader.

2.
a. Group Strength

Venture Scouts:
6

Sea Scouts:

27

Cubs:


7

Beavers:

15

b. Assessment
General Appearance:

Very Good


Drill:


Very Good

Dress:



Very Good


Performance:

Very Good

Knowledge:


Good



  Badgework:

Satisfactory

3.
This was an indoor inspection that took place at the Group's headquarters in St George's Hall, Berengrave Lane, Rainham. The District Commissioner, his Assistant and members of the Group Executive Committee were also in attendance.

4.
The programme commenced with the Inspecting Officer being piped aboard and witnessing the ceremony of colours; performed by an extremely smart, well rehearsed and disciplined side party. The Inspecting Officer was then invited to conduct his formal inspection of the assembled parade. Without exception, all Scouts were very smartly presented and responded confidently and positively when questioned by the Inspecting Officer. Badge work has improved since the last inspection, but is still relatively slow for a Royal Navy recognised Group; it is recommended that a structured attainment programme be implemented and emphasis directed towards the award of Lifesaver and the higher Seaman proficiency awards. 

5.
Also on parade were members of the thriving Cub Pack and three 'Linking' Beavers. Cubs and Beavers were also very smartly turned out, displaying the same high standards of bearing and discipline; they are a credit to their respective Leaders and the Group.

6.
After a short refreshment break and an impressive slide show of the 19th World Jamboree to Chile and Brazil, the Inspecting Officer observed the group engaged in their activities. Five bases were established covering a broad range of skills. Two young members of the Troop were adroitly demonstrating newly acquired splicing skills, producing very neat crown and eye splices; they also responded admirably when tasked to tie a Bowline. Meanwhile, enthusiastic Cubs had made semaphore flags and, after practising the alphabet, were signalling questions and answers across the headquarters. At a land/sea navigation base, Scouts were learning how to fix the position of a boat using compass bearings reporting their position when ashore using 6-figure grid references. .

7. Outside the headquarters an Expedition Base had been established and, next to a roaring campfire, members of the troop were honing their culinary skills using a trangia stove. Several nimble members of the Troop were ascending a sturdy oak tree by Pousecking, a technique similar to abseiling often used when pot holing. Nine members of the Troop were demonstrating how to rig a Gull dinghy and when questioned, demonstrated a reasonably good knowledge of their subject. Finally, the Inspecting Officer viewed a video diary of the Venture Units expedition to the Lake District in Summer 2000, and their planning for a forthcoming hike along Hadrian's Wall. Overall, this was a very good display of the Groups training and instructional abilities ashore; the standard of instruction was first-class and all members of the Group entered into their activities with a great deal of enthusiasm.

8. Although accounts were not sighted, the financial management and administration of the group is well handled by a dedicated fund-raising team and an experienced treasurer.

9. This was an enjoyable inspection of a keen and enthusiastic Sea Scout Group, led by well motivated, high calibre and well-qualified leaders. The group is in the throes of restructuring following a change in Leadership, with exciting plans for the future. Significantly, the Group enjoys a symbiotic relationship with the Medway Outdoor Education Centre (an RY A Recognised Teaching Establishment), and a pro-active Sailing Committee ensures that available facilities are fully utilised by the Group. The evening concluded with wine and light refreshments, which provided a welcome opportunity to meet with Leaders in a relaxed and convivial atmosphere. 4th Gillingham Sea Scouts remain worthy of their Admiralty recognition and are a credit to the scheme.
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N M Ellis

Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy for DNRes
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Mr D J Perkins
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Rainham
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