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MOD RECOGNITION - 4th GILLINGHAM (RAINHAM) SEA SCOUT GROUP

1. I am pleased to inform you that as a result of an inspection carried out on the 16th February 1999, Ministry of Defence Recognition of 4th Gillingham (Rainham) Sea Scout Group has been renewed for a further period. A Royal Navy Recognition Certificate has been forwarded to the Group Scout Leader.

2.
a. Group Strength

Venture Scouts:
7

Sea Scouts:

19

Cubs:


26

Beavers:

14

b. Assessment
General Appearance:

Very Good



 Drill:

Good

Dress:



Very Good


Performance:

Good

Knowledge:


Good



  Badgework:

Satisfactory

3. This was an indoor inspection held at the Group Headquarters, Berengrave Lane, Rainham, Kent. It was attended by a representative of the Chatham Historic Dockyard, the Group Chairman, members of the Executive Committee, parents and friends.

4. The inspection programme commenced with the Inspecting Officer being piped aboard, witnessing the ceremony of colours and then conducting the formal inspection. The group was very well turned out with the general appearance and dress assessed as Very Good, ceremonial drill movements and piping was Good. Discipline was impressive with the youngsters exhibiting self-control and composure during a long inspection. Cubs, Scouts and Ventures also responded positively to questions put by the Inspecting Officer, displaying sound knowledge and articulating their enjoyment of and commitment to, Sea Scouting. Badgework, however, is barely satisfactory

and it is recommended that continued efforts could focus upon the areas of Lifesaver and Fire Safety Proficiency Badges and the Seaman Awards.

5. On completion of the formal inspection the Group received a short presentation from a representative of the Historic Dockyard in Chatham on planned events for the future in particular the resurrection of Navy Days. The Inspecting Officer then observed the Group engaged in indoor training activities. Instruction was relevant to Badgework and included, Pioneering - by the utilisation of poles, cane and elastic bands a prototype quadruped-mast was erected with a burgee on top; Map and Compass - with the aid of an electronic GP system inexperienced Scouts worked their way through a navigation exercise which required knowledge of 6- figure grid references, signs and symbols; Camping - as a very effective training evolution, dome tents were rigged, cooking equipment tested and all kit and equipment required for a successful camp was assembled and checked; Boat Parts - youngsters were introduced to a Fireball sailing dinghy and their knowledge of boat parts taught and then tested; Bends and Hitches - a fine performance from responsive Scouts and Cubs saw them producing sheet- bends, reef knots and splicing. The Venture Unit rounded off activities with a well-delivered presentation. Aspects covered were the results of a project conducted by the Ventures dealing with travel considerations for disabled visitors to the Isle of Wight as the Ventures Chief Scout Challenge and planning for the forthcoming Project 2000 as part of the Queens Scout Award.

6. All participants entered into the activities wholeheartedly, energetically and knowledgeably and instruction was first class. Overall, this was a most competent, enthusiastic and wide-ranging display of the Groups planning, organisation and training ability.

7. Leaders and Instructors are keen, well motivated and highly qualified. They are fully capable of delivering a comprehensive training programme.

8. Finance and administration appears to be capably handled and meticulously managed by a most competent treasurer.

9. This was an enjoyable inspection of a keen and enthusiastic Sea Scout Group. At inspection, Cubs, Scouts and Ventures gave a very good account of themselves, representing well the efforts of their Leaders and Instructors to whom they did proud.
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J H MILLINGTON

Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy for DNRES

Copies to:

Mr R Austin

Group Scout Leader 4th Gillingham Sea Scout Group 

763 Lower Rainham Road

Rainham

Kent
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