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MOD RECOGNITION - 4TH GILLINGHAM (RAINHAM) SEA SCOUT GROUP (RECALLED REPORT)

1. I am pleased to inform you that as a result of an inspection on 22 June 1992 Ministry of Defence Recognition of the 4th Gillingham Sea Scout Group has been renewed for a further period.  A Recognition Certificate has been forwarded to the Group Scout Leader.

2.
a.
Group Strength.

Venture Scouts:
10
(8M  2F)


Sea Scouts:
32
(32M)


Cub Packs:
2


Beaver Colonies:
1

b.
General Assessments

General Appearance:
Good
Drill:
Satisfactory


Dress:
Good
Bearing:
Good


Knowledge:
Satisfactory
Badgework:
Satisfactory

3.
This was an outdoor inspection held at the Strand, Gillingham and on the River Medway and attended by the District Commissioner, Assistant District Commissioners, Executive Committee, Parents and Friends.

4.
At the formal inspection Scouts and Ventures were smart in appearance and of good bearing.  Drill was satisfactorily carried out and piping good.

5. Activities took place on the River Medway5 where sailing, pulling and canoeing were programmed, and onshore where a raft was being constructed and large quantities of hot dogs and coffees were being prepared and eaten at the barbecue.  The Inspecting Officer joined Scouts on the water: the canoeists were from elementary to BCU 2 Star standard and demonstrated basic manoeuvres, stroke techniques, rafting up and 'X' rescues.  The pulling boat carried out man overboard, crew changerounds, coming to a buoy: the crew improved as the evening progressed but need more practice.  A man overboard on the Inspecting Officer's cap carried out by the Drascombe lacked expertise and took a long time to complete but otherwise the sailing fraternity coped well.  The well sailed Venture manned Fireball managed to elude the Inspecting Officer by high speed sailing well away from the scene of action!  Overall a cheerful and enthusiastic display by Scouts and Ventures with a satisfactory level of expertise being demonstrated.

6.
The Group is active and morale is high.  Progress Badgework is Good.  Proficiency Badgework however is patchy and it is considered that more of the senior Seaman Badges and other nautically orientated awards should be gained.  Scouts were also encouraged to gain those Service Badges associated with the preservation of life.   Overall Badgework is assessed as Satisfactory.

7.
Adult Leaders/Instructors are very keen and sound and fully capable of carrying out a comprehensive training programme.  It was encouraging to see many young leaders with the Group.

8.
Finance and administration are well looked after by a dedicated and hardworking Executive Committee.

9.
An enjoyable inspection of a good Group who should now improve their Proficiency Badgework attainments.
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Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy for Commander-in-Chief
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