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Office of

Commander-in-Chief Naval Home

Command(Reserve Division)

REPORT OF INSPECTION

Date 2 February 1977

Sea Scout Group
    4TH GILLINGHAM (KENT)


RN Group
1


GSL
MR L BROWN   A/GSL MR B M FITZPATRICK


Venture Sea Scouts  (No)

8

Sea Scouts  (No)


48
 {In addition 8 Under 12 Yrs of Age)

Cub Scouts  (No)


38
 (I Pack)

Formal Inspection

General Appearance


GOOD/VG

Dress




GOOD


Footwear



GOOD


Bearing




GOOD


Badgework



GOOD


Answers to Questions


SAT/GOOD

Drill




SAT/GOOD

Activities

Afloat





 Ashore
Canoeing 




 Boatwork (theory /Parts of Sail)


√

Pulling 





 Bends &: Hitches /Splicing/Whippings

√

Sailing





 Mapping/Compass Work


√

Power





 Boat Buoyage 
       



√


Manoeuvres




 Navigation 
       (Chartwork)

√

Sculling




 Rigging
       



√

Boat Handling




 Camp work 
       (First Aid)/Cooking

√







 Maintenance 
       



-






 General Duties 
       



√

Badges

Since last Insp.
Total

Awards

Since last Insp.

Total
Advanced Scout
10 
10
 
Queens Scout
         -


  -


Standard Scout

12 
25

Chief Scout
         1


  2


Pilot


-   
-

Venture 
         -


  1


Coxswain

-   
-

Duke of Edinburgh (B)
   -

  Nil


Fireman

-   
-

Duke of Edinburgh (S)
   1

  1


Ambulance

-   
1

Duke of Edinburgh (G)
   -

  Nil


Coxn's Mate

1  
5

RYA Certificates held   


  6


Boatman

7  
10

BCU Certificates held   


  1








Classification of Waters 
B2 B1 and C


Stores





Certificates
Naval Stores (condition of)
Not Seen

CIass A 1/Paddle/Oars/Sail and Power

Boats



 “        “


Class B 8/Paddle/6/0ars/8/Sail/4/Power

Bosn’ Store (stowage of)
GOOD


Boats 
31 March 1977 


(date expires)
Sea Scouts who have entered the Royal Navy Since Last Inspection




Guests/Visitors Present:-

BRNC




1

Mr G Beeson - Chairman Supporters Comm:








Mrs E O'Toole - Treasurer (Supporters)

Continuous Service


2

Mr G E Moulton - Secretary (Supporters)

Mr W Northcott - Retired GSL/DC

Royal Marines



-

Plus a number of Committee Members and Parents

RNR 




-



MN




1

County and District Commissioners who witnessed Inspection

Lieutenant Commander H A Monkx (DSM (Rtd).. A/County Comm (WAs)

Date of last inspection

21 July 1976

Comments

I inspected the 4th Gillingham Sea Scout Group at their HQ premises situated at St George's Hall, Berengrave Lane, Rainham, Kent, between 1930 - 2245 on Wednesday 2 February 1977.

On arrival I was met by the Assistant Group Scout Leader (Mr B Fitzpatrick) who invited me to meet the Cub Scouts who were paraded in the boat shed. I talked to the CSL a number of her Assistances and then spoke to each of the Club Scouts in turn. I found them to be exceedingly smart in their appearance and dress, they answered my many questions most cheerfully and were very good in meeting the general quiz set before I departed. Badgework was quite good but there a number of youngsters who could improve on their proficiency awards - this I spoke to them about. Their Leaders must be congratulated on fostering such a happy and well motivated band of youngsters who are a credit to their Group.

The evening opened with the usual 'colour' ceremony which was well executed but spoilt by hoisting the Union Flag rather than their entitled Red Defaced Ensign which was already hoisted in another room. I inspected the large Sea Scout Troop by patrols - attendance for such large numbers was very good with only five absentees. The Sea Scouts were smart in their appearance and dress and there was an improvement upon badgework and the reporting by Patrol Leaders which I criticised at my previous visit. They made an enthusiastic attempt at their drill and answered my many questions with a cheerful and confident approach.

I visited the Patrols whilst meeting a number of activities (see page one and two). They met these activities with an enthusiastic and cheerful approach and it was encouraging to note that most of the PLs were being employed to instruct their own patrols. During this period I managed to tour the HQ building and talk with a number of Leaders, Instructors and members of the Executive Committee.

On completion the Group reformed for my address, prayers, Flagdown and disperse. I was later kindly entertained to light refreshments where I was able to discuss Scouting and Group matters with Adult Leaders and Committee members assembled.

This was a good and most enjoyable inspection which in the short period since they were last inspected (six months), they have managed to correct a number of points which was raised. Although they are now fortunate in having a full and very active Executive Committee, there still remain a number of parents who do not attempt to assist the Group in any way. I appreciate the problems that must be experienced due to families being scattered over a wide area, but it is wrong for parents to expect a dedicated band of Scout Leaders and a few select band of ardent parent supporters to undertake everything_ I found administration and leadership very good with a sound and balanced training programme in evidence. The Leaders and Instructors must be congratulated on fostering such a happy, capable and well motivated band of youngsters. The Venture Unit which possesses one young lady who was once a Sea Ranger, is experiencing the usual problems brought about by further education and it is hoped with a younger element about to reach venture age, this section will again return to a full and active state. The HQ building is gradually taking shape with the rebuild and will provide a first class amenity when finalised. I have advised the GSL to apply to the Staff PT Officer to Flag Officer Medway to receive assistance in use of Whalers and Bosum Dinghies for sailing and regular use of the PEMBROKE Swimming Pool - this I will follow up a personal letter to outline the RN Recognised Scheme.

Recommend retention of Royal Navy Recognition for a further year.
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