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R.N.Group No. 1.

4th Gillingham (Rainham)

1. I inspected this Group at the Headquarters, St. Georges Hall, Berengrave Lane, Rainham, at 1900 on Wednesday 31st March 1971.

2. My arrival coincided with that of the Deputy Mayor and a suitable reception and after meeting the Scouters and Commissioners I entered the building via the boathouse. A well lit colourful scene which might almost have been calculated to impress but well inside their scope, dinghies, racks of glassfibre canoes and as a centrepiece a power boat under construction from cigarette advert boardings shades of ‘Phoenix’. In the upper main hall the troop, unit and several parents were assembled, I went straight to the wardroom and met the civic guests and Group Council, I then attended colours and inspected the troop. The standard of dress was very good except for a few caps which should be renewed and badges misplaced, a minor criticism compared with the badges held (a very high standard of sea training). Drill was very good and in keeping with the spirit and bearing of the scouts. The venture unit although capable were not fully dressed in uniform, three caps missing. The Group dispersed to activities.

3. The plan was to allow P.L’s freedom of choice in their projects and I found them impressive. archery, with plenty of good material, morse signalling by light, heaving line practice all outdoors and illuminated. In the boathouse the Venture unit made good progress working on the power boat. A strong feature of the Group is the excellent use of instructional aids and in one room a large sailing model was used, this further aided by a purchase by the P.L. of a fan driven wheeled sailing model. A first aid lesson by one P.L. completed the formal events. I then visited the galley to taste the efforts of three scouts. Chicken bouchees along with other beautifully prepared small eats. The scouters were now free in that a self-regulating competition of nautical question areas, patrols visiting in succession and having their cards marked on their knowledge, well contrived and comprehensive. The whole Group moved outdoors to the finale, a 50ft white mast with the Union Flag at the head, the scouts paraded on either flank.. A touching display as the colour party marched forward, the lights played, all to the recording of ‘sunset’. The Group finally assembled indoors for a presentation of awards, my comments prayers and dispersal.

4. Since the last inspection awards gained are:- Scout Standard..13, Advanced Scout Standard..6, Chief Scouts Award..1 and Sea Training badges..24. A high number of Charge Certificates is held.

5. The inspection was kindly attended by the County Commissioner Mr. D. Allen, the A.C.C. Lt. Commander N.A.Monk DSM RN Ret. Mr. F. Gann the D.C. and Mr. P.***.***. Northcott the A.D.C.

6. 4th Gillingham are a very good Sea Scout Group by any standards, they show plenty of imagination in their leadership and are at a high point for numbers and qualification. This was a good inspection I strongly recommend continuance of Royal Navy Recognition.

Inspecting Officer for the
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Lieutenant Commander R.N.

